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DESBIENS 
The mission house under the patronage of Our Lady ·of Perpetual 
Help in Desbiens, Canada was established on 24th July 1926 with 
Father Marcellin Neron as superior. The community now has charge 
of a parish. 

DESNOULET Auguste 
Was born in Tourcoing in the diocese of Lille on 24th October 1844. 
He took his vows as a Redemptorist in Saint-Nicolas-du-Port on 15th 
October 1867 and was ordained priest on 18th December 1869. Sent 
to the recently established South American foundations, he proved 
himself a capable missioner. Recalled to Europe, he was sent to the 
French foundations in Spain, where he served as Visitor from 1886 
to 1893. Transferred once more to South America, he was Visitor to 
the houses in Ecuador, Colombia, Chile and Peru. Father Desnoulet 
was a great pioneer, founding houses in Espino and Astorga in Spain 
and in Santiago in Chile and Huanta in Peru. He died in Lima on 
20th August 1918. 
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DE SOTO 
Increasing vocations in the St. Louis province made it necessary to 
find a suitable novitiate house. In· this way the house under the pa
tronage of St. Clement in De Soto, not far from St. Louis, was esta
blished on 21st April 1897 with Father Joseph Beil as superior. 
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DESURMONT Achille 
Was born in Tourcoirig in the diocese of Lille on 23rd December 
1828. He took his vows as a Redemptorist in St. Trond, Belgitun, 
on 19th March 1851 and was ordained priest in Metz on 24th Sep
tember 1853. He was superior of the province of France and Switzer~ 
land from 1865 to 1887. He was consultor to Father Matthias Raus 
while the latter was Vicar General from 1893 to 1894. Once more 
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named provincial of France and Switzerland in 1898, he died on 
23rd July of the same year in Thury-en-Valois. Father Desurmont's 
long period of office saw phenomenal expansion of the province into 
Spain and South America. He also published works on pastoral theo-
logy and on Redemptorist spiritual doctrine. · 
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DETROIT 
The Redemptorists had charge of the church of St. Mary's in Detroit 
from 1847 to 1872. The bishop, regretting their departure, urged 
the superior of the new province of St. Louis to return. Accordingly, 
the house and church of the Most Holy Redeemer was established 
on 1st September 1880 with Fat:her Aegidius Smulders as superior. 
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DIABO 
See Vice-province of Fada N'Gourma. 

DIAPAGA 
See Vice-province of Fada N'Gourma. 

DI COSTE Antouio Paolo 
Was born in Francavilla Fontana on 2nd May 1865. He took his 
vows as a Redemptorist in Marianella, Naples, on 9th September 
1883 and was ordained priest in Nocera Inferiore on 20th Novem
ber 1887. He was consultor to Father Patrick Murray, Superior Ge
neral, from 1918 to 19 3 3. He died in Naples on· 13th July 1944. 
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DIDIER Jeau-Pierre 
Was born in Dippach in Luxemburg on 27th September 1837. He 
took his vows as a Redemptorist in Saint-Nicolas-du-Port on 13th 




